VILLAGE OF QUEEN CHARLOTTE

Council Releases Five Year Financial

Plan for Review

The property tax notices will be coming
out in early June and the deadline for pay-
ing 2009 taxes is Friday, July 3 ™. There is
a process for establishing the Village
budget and collecting the taxes that our
municipality must follow each year.

The Process

The Province requires two bylaws to be
passed by every municipality. The Financial
Plan is the five year projection of income and
expenditures and the Tax Rate Bylaw sets
the percentage of taxes to be collected from
each property class based on their assessed
value. The two main classes of property are
residential and business.

The Village of Queen Charlotte’s Financial
Plan (2009-2013) is available at the Village
Office. It was presented at a public meeting
April 15th and given 1st, 2nd and 3rd read-
ing at the Council meeting of April 20. Final
reading is on the agenda for the May 4th
Council meeting. Residents are welcome to
pick up a copy of the draft budget and bylaws
at the Municipal Office and ask questions of
your elected representatives or municipal
staff prior to the meeting.

Rates

While property assessments were held at
2008 levels by the Province, our community
had an increase of 2% in assessment values.
Council continues their goal of being
financially prudent and have held the residen-
tial property tax rate increase to 2%. The
business rate has increased 3% for 2009.
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Example of Local Municipal Tax ratio increase for a
Residential Property for 2009

Year  Assessment Tax Rate Villa ge Tax
2007  $100,000 2.56 $256
2008  $100,000 2.56 $256
2009  $100,000 2.61 $261

The Big Picture

The Small Community Protection Grant
has been increasing each year for the
past four years as the Province doubled
the amount of this annual grant to small
municipalities with populations under
5,000. We are receiving an additional
$68,628 for 2009 which brings our
annual grant to $382,762. We have
been successful in obtaining Provincial,
Gwaii Trust and Coast Sustainability
Trust grants for our Spirit Square
project and Gwaii Trust funding to go
forward with the second phase of our
Community Park. The Stanley Lake
project is moving forward and we were
successful in obtaining a Towns for
Tomorrow Provincial grant for $400,000
for that project. Gwaii Trust grants will
continue to pay some of the costs for
ongoing staff training. The total munici-
pal tax requisition has increased from
$246,555 in 2008 to $255,602 in 2009.

Changes in the assessed value of indi-
vidual property may significantly effect
individual tax bills with some property
owners realizing an increase in the
amount paid to the Village and others
realizing a decrease
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Cross Connection Control Program

A cross connection is a connection
between a drinking water (potable)
water system and an unproved
water supply. For example, a
house that has a creek system
plumbed together with the town
water connection that results in the
mixing of both waters. This mixing
may lead to the contamination of
the drinking water. Under the right
conditions backflow (a reverse flow

condition, created by a difference
in water pressures, which causes
water to flow back into the
distribution pipes of a potable
water supply from any source or
sources other than an intended
source) may occur and contami-
nate the water distribution
system. The Village will be send-
ing letters out with a small
questionnaire to holders of water

rights licences to help identify all
possible cross connections in the
Village of Queen Charlotte.
Please understand that you have
every right to use your creek
water (do try to safeguard your
health by boiling the water for the
recommended time) but we have
to protect the village water system
from any contamination that might
adversely affect others.

Free Dog Training
Course

The SPCA is running a free community

program called Jog With Dogs. They are

offering a free course that teaches your

puppy how to walk on a leash, so please

register now as space is limited. Call

Shane at 250 557 8807 or emall
1:00-2:00pm

puppy@qcislands.net
s
Sunday

May 17, 24, 31 and June 7

The Financial Hardship Property Tax Deferment Progr

The British Columbia Property Tax
Deferment Program is a loan program
that allows you to defer your annual
property taxes on your home if you meet
certain eligibility criteria.

The program is available to Canadian
citizens and permanent residents who
have lived in British Columbia for at least
one year prior to applying for the
program. You must occupy the home as
your principal residence. Second
residences, such as summer cottages or

The QPR Retires

She may be decommissioned in Prince Rupert but she has
been our highway to the mainland for close to 30 years. So
here on the Queen Charlotte side we had an impromptu good
bye party for her last sailing. The Crabapple Creek Electric
Jug Band entertained in the waiting room and the crew let us
on board after everyone departed and before they reloaded for
the last time. Brian Fraser piped us aboard into the dining
lounge where the jug band entertained and a few stories were
told. He also piped a retreat as we left the boat for the last
time. Skidegate Haida elder Roy Jones Sr. himself a long time
seine boat captain, blessed the boat in Haida and he and his
wife stayed aboard for the last journey. We passed around a
local version of tim bits from Jim & Cooweena’s bakery (after
all we always bring Tim Horton's back home with us!).
Remembered protesting the coming of the ferry while we now
protest not enough sailings!
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rental properties, do not
qualify for tax deferment.

After deducting your Home
Owner Grant, you can defer
all or part of the unpaid
balance of your residential
property taxes for the current

on your tax deferment and
account. The deferred taxes
must be paid including interest
before your home can be
transferred to a new owner or
upon the death of the property
) . owner. For more information

previous years' property an information sheet at the
taxes, and utility user fees \jjage Office.

must be paid at your munici-
pal office. Interest is charged



Home Owner Grants go Electronic

No more envelopes, searching
for stamps or trips to the post
office or to the Village Office to
claim your Home Owner Grant.
Starting this year the village is
introducing a new way to
submit your home owner grant
(HOG). An electronic version of
the HOG, or EHOG will be
available on the Village's
website.You receive an
immediate confirmation number
indicating that the Village has
received your claim (all grants
are subject to review before a
claim is ultimately approved or
denied by the Village, accord-
ing to the regulations of the
Home Owner Grant Act).

All you need is your 12-digit tax
folio number and your access
code from the front of your Tax

Notice.

Directions to claim the online
grant:

Log onto the Village's
website:

www.queencharlotte.ca

1. Click on the “Claim your
home owners Grant” Icon.

2. Enter the folio number and
access code number (on your
Property Tax Notice)

3. Click “Continue”

Once the grant application has
been completed, homeowners
are encouraged to print a hard
copy or save an electronic copy
to serve as verification that the
grant application has been
submitted. Residents are also

Picture BC Project Completed

The Village recently took part in
a provincial program initiated
by the Premier to showcase the
diversity and individuality of our
provinces incorporated commu-
nities. Over 155 towns, villages,

and cities participated in the
projects involving 120
professional photographers.
Each community submitted six
photographs to represent them
and encourage tourism. Visit

Help make Charlotte GamesTown

Help us win up to $100,000 for
the community - we are in a
contest with other communities
our size.

Sign on to Gamestown 2010,
take the pledge for healthy
living and search for our
community under "Q" - we are
Village of Queen Charlotte.

Submit a short story about
individuals and/or organizations

in our community who are mak-
ing a difference in supporting
sport, healthy living, sustain-
able development and/or the
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The Best Place nn“Ea.rlij

encourages to pay for their
property taxes electronically by
using the Credit Unions
Memberlink services and pay
online.

REMINDER: This year's
municipal tax due date is July
3rd, 2009.

- iJ
v
“An electronic version of
the HOG, or EHOG will be

available on the Village’s
website.”

JIr

the Picture BC website and
see the what photos we chose
for our town:

www.picturebc.ca

2010

Olympic Games spirit. Be as
creative as you want. Submit a
simple story or include photos
or your own video.

GamesTown2010

http://www.gamestown2010.ca




Village of Queen Charlotte

sitesiin Gyvaiil Haanas andlother culturaliand
ecologicall field trips: Earn 6 university credits in

iology 191 = Infroduction o Ecc;|ogy‘
nthropology 205=Archaeology of Northern:
Brifish'Columbia

les! experience the learning. Dates:
o.

May 25 through June 9
Food and Lodg ifIMor sby Adventure

a  Ruth Wheadon, nwheadon@nwec be.ca

250,559.7885 Ext 237

nwcc.bc.ca
Toll free: 1.877.277.2288

Take a closer look.

Queen Charlotte Visitor Info Centre Spring Update

The Queen Charlotte Visitor
Centre staff is gearing up for
another busy tourist season.
Our spring hours are 9-5, closed
on Sundays and Wednesdays.

I bet many folks in Queen
Charlotte have never been in the
Visitor Centre. We have lots to
offer and | would like to invite
everyone to come and check us
out.

Here are a few things the centre
has to offer:

1. The Visitor Centre has a
consignment program that
focuses on local Island art work
and we invite all artists to bring in
their work to sell. We have a

great selection of jewellery,
paintings, pottery and stained
glass.

2. New for this season we are
also offering products for sale at
wholesale prices. We have a line

of pins, magnets, patches,
stickers, postcards and folding
cards. If other tourist related

businesses are interested simply
contact us here at the Visitor
Centre.

3. For all the tourist related
businesses on the islands we
would like to remind you that you
can advertise with us. For an
annual fee you can have your
brochures in the Queen Charlotte
and Sandspit Visitor Centres and
have your business listed on our
web-site.

4. We are also starting to plan our
“Artist of the week” program.
Throughout July and August we
have local artists displaying and
demonstrating their work every
evening. If you have something
to share with your community and
tourists let us know and we would
be happy to schedule you in.

5. We will be launching our new
Queen Charlotte Heritage
Walking Tour soon. Keep a look
out for our ads. The booklet will
be for sale here at the Visitor

Centre. Various historical loca-
tions around town will have infor-
mation signs placed out front.

6. We would also like to let
Islanders know that we have an
events calendar on our web-site
www.qcinfo.ca and if you are
planning a community event let
us know and we will post it for
you. Also if your planning an
event make sure you check our
web-site first to avoid a conflict
with another event.

7. Planning a trip “off island"?
We can help you research and
book your Accommodation at
discounted prices. We also have
a great supply of BC Tourism
brochures including the 2009
Accommodation guide.

Come and visit us at the Centre!
For more information you can call
us at 250-559-8316 or email us at
info@qcinfo.ca
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