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Message from the Mayor

I can use your help with Canada Post.
From the stores receiving new merchan-
dise, to you paying your bills on time - all
aspects of island life has been impacted by
the degraded mail service. Some of the
Members of Parliament have been recep-
tive to our plight but we need to keep this
issue before them. Our next step is to
formally petition Parliament. The Skidegate
Band Council, Village of Masset and the
Village of Port Clements are on side and
their names are on the petition with us. So
help us make our point by signing the
petition (inside our newsletter), distribute it
and encourage others to sign - collect sig-
natures island-wide to show our concern.

May is when the North Central Municipal
Association (NCMA) meets but this was its
last meeting. Next May it will be the North
Central Local Government Association
(NCLGA) and the name change was
largely to respect the addition of the
Nisga'a local government. Young elected
representatives have been part of the
newly elected officials conference, as well
as training and educational sessions as
they are ready themselves to become a
taxation authority. Nisga’a Area Director
Harry Nyce (who has family here on island)
sits with me on our NW Regional Hospital
board and is the other Vice Chair. He is
also the First Vice-President of the Union
of BC Municipalities. Our best wishes to
the Nisga’'a nation.

Councillor Noddin and | attended NCMA
and came back with contacts from the

exhibitors at the trade show, as well as
information on regulatory changes,
infrastructure financing ideas, and a
greater appreciation for the University of
Northern BC (UNBC) for its research work
with industry and its medical program
which is staffing northern hospitals.

UNBC is also a member of the Haida
Gwaii Higher Education Society whose
pilot project with 17 students from SFU
and their professors has just concluded.
The students rated the course content and
the community contacts very highly and
their comments will help guide the society
in planning its next goal. We are aiming for
a full semester of courses in January.

My apologies in advance as | will miss the
next Brown Bag lunch with Mayor and
Council on June 5™ The Federation of
Canadian Municipalities is meeting and
this will be the first time our community will
take part. Small municipalities in British
Columbia have very little presence in
federal government but the government'’s
actions, such as Canada Post’s decrease
in service or infrastructure funding pack-
ages, have a great impact on us. By
banding together, small communities rep-
resent a tremendous force and | will be
looking for similar minded representatives.

In the meantime feel free to contact me —
call, email or write. It is always a pleasure
to hear your thoughts and ideas.

Carol Kulesha
Mayor
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Official Community Plan Goes Public

The Advisory Planning Commis-
sion (APC) for the Official
Community Plan (OCP) for the
Village of Queen Charlotte
requests your comments and
feedback

“The OCP is a long range,
comprehensive, general policy
guide for using land, which in
turn, is used to prepare for
future growth . The intent of an
OCP is to guide decisions in
relation to policies for residential
and commercial development,
industrial activity, transportation,
infrastructure and environmental

Spirit Square

On March 24th the Village
hosted a public visioning meet-
ing for the development of Spirit
Square and the Community Park
Phase 2 (next to the skate park.)
This was the first of our public
meetings and we wanted to hear
from residents as to what they
would like to see. Spirit Square
inspired our imagination. We
heard ideas for a multifunction
building (market, music, gather-
ing spot), outdoor seating,

considerations.”

The OCP also forms the basis
for zoning and land use bylaws.
This DRAFT document is not
finalized and is at the stage of
public review and community
discussion. The APC will soon
be holding three public meet-
ings. The DRAFT OCP is
available online at www.
gueencharlotte.ca or at the
Village Office for you to pick up.
Itis a large document—so we
have made it available

before the public meetings.

We very much want your input.

glassed in gazebo, wind and
noise decorative breaks,
sculpture and paintings; all
within a pedestrian friendly area
— a true downtown park. Step
one is now completed. Come
look at the site now that the
buildings are removed.

The Community Park was also
discussed, especially the pros
and cons of having the teen cen-
tre relocated there during phase
3. Though some residents were

The Village Names a Laneway

On May 10th the Village officially
named it’s first laneway.

The residents of the formerly
unnamed lane at the top of Hip-
pie Hill all signed a petition and
presented it to council, stating
that emergency responders and
delivery/courier companies

have a hard time finding their
residences. Council agreed with
the safety concerns of the
residents and the new signs
were ordered. A stop sign was
also installed at the intersection
of Hippy Hill Lane and 2nd
Avenue.

Watch for notices of the public
meetings.

Property Tax Reminder

Property Taxes mailed out:
June 1st

EHOG available on Village
Website:

June 1st
Property Taxes Due:
July 3rd

Remember to submit your Home
Owner Grant if your bank pays
your Property Taxes.

concerned about increased
noise and traffic others felt it
would be a true centre of activity
for youth and that it was much
needed. Connecting the park to
already existing trails, develop-
ing the BMX trail, and the tot
park were highlighted. The main
message we heard was to make
the area multifunctional and safe
for all age groups and for people
with limited mobility.




Dragon Boats

The Village’'s Dragon Boats are
one step closer to seeing the
water! Village staff applied for,
and was approved, an
$8,000.00 grant from UBCM to
pay for enough PFD’s and
paddles for both boats. The two
boats are currently stored in the
public works compound and
have never been used due to
the lack of equipment. 40
paddles and 42 PFD’s have
been purchased and the Village
is looking into having a instructor

A new group has
been created on
Facebook called
The Village of Queen
Charlotte. It was created to
inform its members about
community events, contests,
and general Village news. So
far it has over 140 members
and is growing daily. Become a
member, upload your own
pictures and stories, or just
check out the links and stay up
to date with latest Village
news.

Metering Project

Village staff will be conducting
guality control field work and
inspecting the meters through-
out the community. Although
residents are not charged based
on usage, the volume of water
consumed by the community
decreased considerably after the
meters were installed. Village

come to Charlotte for a weekend
and host a paddle camp. We
hope to have the boats in the
water for Hospital Day and
predict that once people see
them in action they will be
interested in joining a team.
Dragon boating is a sport that is
over 2,000 years old and racing
them is among mankind's oldest
organized competitions. There
are Dragon Boat teams in Prince
Rupert, Terrace, and Kitimat and
we have been invited to com-

pete against them during
Seafest. Although teams will not
be ready in time this year, we
hope to compete in off-island
events in the future, with the
possibility of hosting our own
Dragon Boat Days in the years
to come.

Pearls of the Pacific

Ladies, put on some glamour and glitz and come out to
an evening of entertainment on Saturday, May 30th at
5:30, at the QC Community Hall. Pearl of the Pacific will
be a night to remember. There will be a fashion show,
Looney auction, door prizes, music and more. Bar
drinks will be available for purchase. Desserts will be
provided. All for only $10 and a potluck dish. Let's have
fun while we raise money for the fire hall!

staff will be going house to
house, locating the meters and
recording the serial number and
civic house address. This will
ensure accurate billing when the
system is changed from the flat
rate to one based on consump-
tion. Many of the meters that
were installed in 2004 are now

covered in vegetation so please
do not be concerned if you see
Village staff digging in your yard
or near your property line.
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What's new at the QC Visitor Centre?

1. The Queen Charlotte
Visitor Centre now has wireless
internet. Simply come in and
ask for the pass code and your
hooked up! We also have a
computer terminal for those
folks without their own. Dona-
tions are greatly appreciated for
the use of our internet services.
2. Our May hours are 9-5
(closed on Wednesday and
Sunday). In June we will be
extending to 7 days per week
with late hours on Ferry
evenings until 9:00 pm.

3. Check out the events
calendar at www.qcinfo.ca for
upcoming activities. Let us
know if you have an event to be
posted and we would be happy
to help.

4.  The Visitor Centre now
has its own Facebook Group

Misty Isles Economic Development Society

Misty Isles Economic Development Society is pleased that Haida
Gwaii, the Queen Charlotte Islands is participating in the Northern
Expedition co-operative marketing campaign, which was coordinated
by Tourism BC’s Northern Region and runs April 15 — May 29,

2009. The campaign promotes a trip to Northern BC — sailing the
Inside Passage aboard BC Ferries’ new vessel, the Northern Expedi-
tion, and then traveling to Haida Gwaii and throughout northern BC.
“This co-operative marketing campaign is a great example of what
can be accomplished when communities make a commitment to work
together,” comments Jillian Greenwood, Northern BC Tourism Re-
gion.

Misty Isles Economic Development Society recently approved its
2009/2010 budget with a $50,000 allocation toward tourism. “By
committing such funding we were able to leverage an additional
$15,000 from Tourism BC to support the Art Route project, a pad
map, and the BC Ferries marketing campaign,’ noted Anneli Rosteski,
outgoing Executive Director. “Not only are the Islands connecting with
other communities along the Yellowhead Highway through this mar-
keting campaign, but also through the expansion of Art Route which
has brochures going into Visitor Centres along the northern route as
well. These are small but significant steps toward a more diversified
local economy.”

>

Wood chips will be available as

O’Brien’s will soon be brushing
and chipping in Charlotte. If there is
a non profit group interested in
having a fundraiser there also will
be firewood available to sell. Please
contact the Village Office for more
details.

called the “Queen Charlotte
Visitor Centre”. Feel free to join
our group, make comments and
add your favourite photos. We

are also “tweeting” on Twitter
and blogging on the Hello BC
web-site. If you have an inter- 8.  Planning a trip off island?
esting story or event let us know Have company arriving? We
and we can “Blog” or “tweet” can help — stop in and get infor-
about it for you. mation from our knowledgeable
5. Have an event or film you staff.

would like to show? We rent Feel free to contact us at

out the Visitor Centre — give us info@qcinfo.ca or 250-559-8316
a call. Web-site www.qcinfo.ca

6. The new Art Route

brochure has arrived and its

fantastic — come in and pick-up

your copy and check out all the

amazing island artists!

7. Reminder to all the island

artists that we are looking for

volunteers for our summer

“Artist of the Week” program.



