
November 3rd was a day for the  
history books in the Village of 
Queen Charlotte. With unseasona-
bly nice weather the sun broke over 
the horizon as a bustle of activity 
filled the parking lot of the Visitor 
Information Centre. The Olympic 
Torch Celebrations were underway. 
After months of planning, the day 
went off without a hitch. It began 
with hot chocolate and coffee     
supplied by Queen B’s along with    
muffins made by Sheila Wigmore to 
help keep us warm while we 
awaited the torch’s arrival. 
When the official torchbearers     
arrived on the scene, it was Alan 
Moore who competed our leg of the 
journey with the lighting of the   
Olympic Cauldron. 

After the official 
ceremonies and 
speeches, the 
spectators were    
drummed by 
Friends Singing 
to the Commu-
nity Hall for a 
lunch of Haida 
soup and buns 

by Marg Parker and crew; complete 
with 3 Olympic cakes from the   
Masset Co-op for dessert. Lunch 
served a crowd of about 500. 
Throughout the day and evening 
entertainers such as Wendy Watts, 
the Gwaii Singers, Elizabeth Inkster, 
the Filipino singers, Living and 
Learning School, Sean Muise and 
Ricardo Toledo, the Crabapple 
Creek Jug Band, the Air Kanada 
rock band and the Hlgaagilda Chil-

dren’s Haida Dance Group provided 
non stop entertainment. At dinner, 
the hall saw about 300 guests for 
ham and turkey prepared by Kelly 
Vogstad and her crew. 
After dinner the fireworks display 
wowed the crowd before everyone 
dispersed and went home with full 
bellies and fond memories. 

A free tug and barge run to      
Sandspit ensured the residents 
there didn’t miss out on any late 
night celebrations. 
Special thanks to Franc at the VIC, 
Reine Pineault at the QC Commu-
nity Hall, the QC teen centre, and 
Trevor Jarvis from Masset for the 
fireworks display and to the dedica-
tion of the staff at the Village office; 
Debra Uliana, Sandra, Jen, Ben, 
Eric and Arden, and to everyone 
else  who  pitched  in  to  make  
November 3rd such an memorable 
day. 
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  Thank you  - Olympic  
Photos by  Jen Bulbrook       
and Archie Stocker,Sr. 



Months in planning, our 
celebration needed the work 
of an island-wide torch 
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e 
combined efforts of the 
villages of Skidegate and 
Queen Charlotte to have this 
very successful day.   
Congratulations to Torch 
Bearers Percy Williams, 
Maureen Benoit, Allan 
Moore, Skyler Brown, 
James Mills, Willard Wilson 
and guest Kim McMullon. 
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The torch that was lit in the stadium in Athens burns in the 
caldron here. We are sharing in this historic moment in BC’s 
history. The president of Greece asked us to guard and care 
for the flame, to be the keeper of the flame and Canada has 
done just that. 

The torch connects us on its run and we are now part of its 
story. 

The torch carries the history of the Olympics, it is time travel 
connecting the past and the present. 

The flame represents the history of athletes and their valor, 
their example on behalf of all of us, to strive to do our best, to 
go that extra bit, to push past barriers so that we achieve our 
full potential, whatever that may be. 

Today the torch came here and we celebrate our part. 

Our torch bearer was chosen to represent our core values, 
the Olympic spirit and our hopes for the future. Alan Moore 
was born here and educated here. He is described as       
academically Honour Role bright without being a nerd (that is 
a quote!), in love with sports, a willing soccer coach and a 
generous volunteer. He was student council president and 
now studies political science at UVIC. We wish him continued 
success and the bright future he so richly deserves. 

Our island community loves sports and sports come in all 
sizes and shapes. Here we have teams that compete in the 
All Native, BC Northern Winter Games, BC Winter and    
Summer Games, BC Seniors Games and do us all proud. 
The cycling club Derailleurs in the Mist, our senior champions 
Mavis Marks and Fran Fowler, our long time school coach 
Kevin Boserio and his superior basketball team, our up and 
coming soccer teams and the devoted parents who drive 
them to the Tlell field, the dedicated runners and walkers. I 
could never acknowledge all those individuals who inspire us 
- people like Duncan White who organizes the annual Terry 
Fox run, Jacques Morin trail development and conservation, 
Eric Ross, a volunteer all his life, and Councilor Kris Olsen 
who rises against adversity and is an inspiration for youth. 

It was an honour to be a witness to the ceremonies in Athens 
and accompany the flame to Canada and humbling to reflect 
on the connection of our village and the values we may all 
share: to strive to be our best, encourage the mind and the 
body, seek peace and mutual respect and the value of our   
individual heritage. 

Carol Kulesha, Mayor 
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The water intake is in place, and the  treatment plant (see photos) is 
under construction. 

On site inspection was completed by Northern Health engineer and 
the drinking water officer team. 

Next step is Water Line Cleaning to prepare for the new water     
system.  

Public Works will be cleaning the water lines between November 9th 
and 15th. You could experience a loss of water pressure, dirty water 
in the lines, air in the lines, or a lack of pressure. If you have dirty 
water, flush your pipes until the water runs clear, and avoid doing 
laundry between 8:00am and 5:00pm on those days. Cleaning water 
lines is part of the regular maintenance of the water delivery system, 
however, with the recent developments at the new water treatment 
plant it is advised that we clean the lines ahead of schedule. For  
further information contact the Village Office at 250 559 4765. 
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It took a long time but it is here! Cell 
phone service extends up the logging 
roads to at least the Trundle River and 
west to Lawn Point. It crosses the    
water between Alliford Bay and the 
Skidegate Terminal so you can tell 
someone you are going to be late or 
early while on the barge or ferry. Check 
it out and let us know where the “bars” 
end. For the Village it means a shift 
from radios, for seniors it is the ability 
to call for assistance inside or outside 
the house, for business it is connection 
to the customer and email on the run 
and for many of us, just fun��
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The Queen Charlotte Village office is conducting a search 
for a new Chief Administrative Officer (CAO).  We have 
moved quickly as the recruitment company whose services 
we used previously has offered to assist us free of charge. 
In this manner we can see who might be available but we do 
have choices: to hire a new CAO, to look within our own 
staff and see how we can assist and educate and/or to    
conduct a 6 month trial with our own staff. Our bylaws direct 
the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) to step forward and act as 
the Chief Administrative Officer and as well continue as 
Chief Financial Officer.  

This is not the first time that Debra Uliana has acted as 
CAO.  She was sworn in as Acting Chief Administrative    
Officer at the inaugural meeting of the Village of Queen 
Charlotte in December 2005 and served in that capacity until 
the arrival of our first Chief Administrative Officer, Andrew 
Yeates, February 1st, 2006.  Ms. Uliana has a financial  
background in banking and worked as an independent  
bookkeeper in our community for eight years. She has been 
a resident of Queen Charlotte for over 20 years.  In 2001 
she was hired by the Queen Charlotte/Skidegate Landing 
Management Committee as office manager while the     
community was Area F under the Skeena-Queen Charlotte 
Regional District.  As a result, Ms. Uliana has over seven 
years experience working with our water and sewer system.  
She holds membership in the Local Government Manage-
ment Association of British Columbia, the International     
Institute of Municipal Clerks and the Government Financial 
Officers Association.  She holds certificates from the        
Municipal Association Training Institute 1, the Municipal   
Association Training Institute – Leadership Training, and an 
Award of Merit from the first Government Finance Officers’ 
Boot Camp from 2007.  Her training has included attending 
the British Columbia Clerks and Corporate Officers Forum 
and four years of attending the Government Financial       
Officers annual conference and seminars and election    
training workshop.  These are basic courses a municipal  
administrator needs to acquire. Ms. Uliana invites anyone 
who would like to speak with her to call at 250-559-4765  
Local 2, email her at cfo@queencharlotte.ca or call the     
Village Office for an appointment (250-559-4765).   
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