
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 

DATE: May 4, 2015 

AUTHOR: Lori Wiedeman, Chief Administrative Officer 

SUBJECT: Youth Strategy Meeting Recommendation 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. That Council enact a bylaw and policy regulating the conduct of individuals in public spaces. 
 
2. That Council set up a meeting with key community groups and individuals to develop a 

strategy regarding youth parties.  Recommended participants include: 
• VQC Council and CAO 
• Cst. Darren Swetlishoff, RCMP School and Youth Liaison, QCSS 
• Deavlan Bradley, Principal QCSS 
• Kim Goetzinger and Denise Husband, School Trustees 
• Faye Beaulieu, BC Ambulance 
• Larry Duke, Fire Chief 
• Kerry Laidlaw, Hospital Administrator 
• Dr. Tracy Morton or Dr. Gordon Horner 
• Sue Gladstone, Drug and Alcohol Counsellor, Skidegate Health Centre 
• Students from QCSS and/or returning university/college students 
• A parent of QCSS student(s) 

 
BACKGROUND: 
On Friday May 1, 2015 at 11:30 pm the RCMP went to Haydn Turner Campsite on a regular 
patrol and came across a party.  There were approximately 50 youth involved with ages ranging 
from 13 (grade 8) to 20+ (university/college students home for summer break) using the 
campsite closest to the Cemetery.  The Officer came across a youth passed out in the ditch lying 
on his back.  He was aspirating vomit and was convulsing.  The Officer turned the youth over 
and he voided the vomit.  The Officer then called the ambulance and another Officer to the 
scene.  The youth was taken to the hospital. 
 
There was a pallet fire in the campsite and the youth involved were not cooperative.  
Approximately two flats of beer, two flats of twisted tea, 12 bottles of 26 oz hard liquor, and 
two bottles of wine were emptied, much of it found stashed in the bushes.  The youth 
continued drinking and were belligerent so the Officers decided to call the Fire Department at 
12:30 am to put out the pallet fire in order to shut down the party. 
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The Fire Department volunteers stayed to help the RCMP search the woods and another youth 
was found passed out.  An ambulance was called and she was also taken to the hospital.  Both 
youth were treated and have been released. 
 
There were two Officers on duty that night and there are currently six in the Department.  
There was an adult dance at the Skidegate Small Hall that evening but there were no other calls 
or disturbances that the RCMP responded to.  Fines were issued. 
 
The next day, at least one individual was present at the park cleaning up, which was unusual as 
over the past month, there have been approximately four parties held at Haydn Turner Park by 
youth out on the beach by the swing.  The youth have been leaving broken bottles, pallets and 
nails and other garbage that has been cleaned up by the Village.  The total cost of the clean ups 
has been approximately $500 so far this year in staff time and Fire Department call out.  This 
latest party was an escalation in terms of both the size and the potentially serious results. 
 
The issues of drugs/alcohol abuse, impaired driving, and police involvement with youth has been 
discussed with the RCMP and they have agreed to make these issues their priority in the coming year. 
 
The Municipal Insurance Association (MIA) of BC has advised that as the Village has a lease on 
the property, that the municipality has liability for individuals who are injured or hurt in the 
park.  They referenced a $4 million dollar settlement for an individual who was drunk and fell 
down some stairs in Vancouver. 
 
As the municipality does not have the resources to fully secure the park or have someone 
monitoring it, we should consider enacting in good faith a bylaw and a policy that would 
regulate conduct in the park and could include: 

• Conditions on possession of alcohol or drugs in public spaces 
• Fires outside of burning barrels 
• Littering (i.e. pallets, nails, garbage, glass) 
• Hours of accessibility (i.e. could close after 11 pm to anyone without a valid camping 

permit) 
• Video surveillance 
• Etc. 

 
This would allow the RCMP to enforce the conduct rules and MIA indicated that many 
municipalities are enacting stiff penalties and fines to discourage this type of behaviour. 
 
In addition, there are many other possible approaches that could supplement a bylaw and 
policy, and it will take community involvement and communications to develop an effective 
strategy. 
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Specific issues of concern that could be addressed at a meeting of key community groups and 
individuals could include: 

• What are the goals of the strategy, i.e. what are we trying to achieve? 
• Is it possible to eliminate youth drinking and drug abuse, and if not, how do we address 

this issue in a way that will keep the youth safe? 
• How do we address the social acceptance of this behaviour in the community? 
• Should the RCMP be arresting the youth and calling the parents to pick them up at the 

station?  Are there other tactics the RCMP could employ such as having video cameras 
to assist with identifying individuals? 

• Are there other resources available that could assist (i.e. BCAS Party Program in Prince 
Rupert)? 

 
RECOMMENDED BY: 

 
  
Lori Wiedeman, Chief Administrative Officer 


